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Abstract
The study aims at examining Crevecoeur’s notion of the new American man in relation to the diasporic identities first and second generation Americans of Arab descent form as manifested in The Inheritance of Exile: Stories from South Philly by the Arab American writer Susan Muadi Darraj. This is done with the purpose of examining to what extent the formation and the development of each of the four first-generation mothers’ and the four second generation daughters’ identities go in line with or against Crevecoeur’s notion of novelty. Unlike the new American Crevecoeur describes in his third letter, first and second generation immigrants living in the US nowadays choose not to dismiss the past as irrelevant. They both acknowledge its role in forming the mixed identity they have come to acquire. Yet, while the past is acknowledged for therapeutic purposes by first-generation immigrants, it is acknowledged as a means of balancing the two sides of the mixed identity by second-generation immigrants. Such analysis will, indeed, help better understand the experience of Arab-Americans as they try to balance the two sides of their cultural identities in one of the most multi-ethnic societies of today's world.
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